
  S U G A R  C R E E K  E L E M E N T A R Y  

SEPTEMBER 2018

IT'S A GREAT DAY TO BE A CHEETAH

Important Dates
September 3 No School- Labor Day
September 10 School Pictures EL-5
September 11 PTO Meeting 6:00 p.m.
September 12 Late Start- EL-5
September 14 Pre-K Make/It Take It
September 25 Picture Retakes and Free
Farmer's Market
September 26 Late Start EL-5 and
Kindergarten  Chik-Fil A Breakfast
October 8 No School- Indigenous People Day
October 9 No School- Teacher Institute
October 9 PTO Meeting 6:00 p.m.



Principal's Corner

Wow! What a great start to the school year we are having! Parents you should be proud of the
children you are sending to Sugar Creek Elementary School- this is truly a great place because
of the students and staff that fill our school every day! As I continue to learn more each day
about Sugar Creek I continue to be amazed! If you are new to Sugar Creek please don’t
hesitate to reach out to me. We want you to get connected and know that we are here to
support you and your child.  
 
I wanted to thank all the parents and families that have respected our policy to drop students
off at the doors. As a mother myself I understand how difficult that can be. Our priority is your
child’s safety and reducing the number of adults in the building in the morning is helping.
Students are transitioning better to class and feel a sense of security. We are still seeing a
number of parents signing-in in the morning so they can escort their children to the gym or
cafeteria. I am asking you to please only go into the office if you need to speak to the secretary
or nurse. If you need to talk with your child’s teacher you should reach out to the teacher
directly ahead of time to schedule a meeting. If you are uncomfortable sending your child into
the school by themself ask a staff member near the door to personally walk your child to the
gym, or cafeteria if they eat breakfast. Our staff would be happy to help! All K-5 children meet
in the gym with their class to start the day and their teacher escorts them back to the
classroom. Early Learning students start in the cafeteria in the morning and gym/outside in the
afternoon with the teacher and teaching assistant(s). I appreciate your understanding as we
improve security measures for your child. 
 
During the month of September we will be practicing our school safety drills. We will practice
what to do in the event of a fire, bus evacuation, and a hard lock down. It is important for
students and staff to practice these drills so they know how to respond in the event a real
situation occurs. Please have conversations with your child at home about the importance of
these drills and the reason we do them. Your child’s teacher will also be reviewing procedures
and helping prepare students. If your child is noise sensitive or anxious about drills it would be
helpful if you could start preparing them now by talking to them. Most of our drills are toward
the end of the month so there’s plenty of time to prepare. 
 
MAP testing started this week. This always rolls around fast at the beginning of the year but the
data helps teachers get an idea of where their students are performing so they can plan
lessons that meet each learner’s needs. We will use a variety of data to continue to monitor
student progress and provide intervention when it’s appropriate. If you have questions or
concerns about how your child is doing you should reach out to your child’s teacher.  
 
Please remember this time of year the weather can fluctuate daily. All children will go outside
for recess when the temperature is above 25 degrees, so help your child plan accordingly. I
would encourage you to have them keep a light jacket or sweatshirt in their bag as the
temperatures begin to cool this month.  
 
Sincerely, 
Mrs. Peifer 
 



Running short on money for the month and need food or assistance with
paying utilities? Having a family crisis? Don’t know where to turn for help
finding work? Reach out to your family coordinators at Sugar and we can
help connect you to many community resources.  If your family is thriving,
your child(ren) WINS! The staff at Sugar Creek want our families to succeed
and are here to help. Reach out to Amanda Mateer if your child is in
Kindergarten through 5th grade: 309-557-4425 or Jill Young if your child is in
Pre-K.

Sugar Creek Family Coordinators

Kindergarten students along with their
parents and siblings are invited to
come and eat breakfast at Sugar
Creek!  Chick-fil-a will be providing a
chicken biscuit and fruit cup.  Sugar
Creek will provide an activity for you
to do with your student.

Come and make games and
learning activities to play with
your child at home. 
9:00-10:15 and 1:00-2:15 

September 14, 2018

Pre-K Families

September 26, 2018

Kindergarten Families



SUGAR CREEK AND
MIDWEST FOODBANK

ARE OFFERING A FREE
FARMER'S MARKET AT

SUGAR CREEK!

TUESDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 25, 

2018 

10:15 - 2PM

One pass will allow 4 people
admission into the museum for
free!  You simply check the pass
out with your library card.

It is recommended that you call
the Library to reserve a pass.
 The phone number for the
circulation desk is (309)828-
6093.

Free Children's 

Discovery Museum 

Passes With Your 

Library Card



Social/Emotional Learning
Name It to Tame it.  
 
Families and caregivers,  
 
With our new Social Emotional Learning Pilot at Sugar Creek, we are teaching our students to identify and
notice their emotions and feelings. You can support your child at home by helping them in name their feelings
to tame their feelings. Depending on the age of your child, you may help them by using sentence starters
like:  
 
I feel _____________ (happy, angry, excited, frustrated, etc.) 
My internal weather feels __________________ (stormy, rainy, sunny, etc.) 
I notice my face feels red and my stomach hurts usually this means I’m feeling ____________(frustrated,
angry, annoyed, etc.) 
 
You can show your child how to do this by naming your own feelings as they happen at home. You could say
to your child,  
“I am feeling angry. I know I can take a deep breath,” or  
“I feel wiggly. It would feel good for me to take a walk!”  
 
We help our children “Name It to Tame It,” so they become happier and healthier! 

Let’s Get Talking 
From Mrs. Showalter, Speech-Language Pathologist 
Kids easily learn that one thing follows another. Their routines at home provide great examples, and
are a good introduction to the concept of sequencing. For example, first we eat dinner, then we take
a bath, after that we read stories, and finally we turn out the light.  
Helping children sequence also develops their scientific inquiry skills. In order to study or observe
changes in something, students must follow along and record changes. The changes happen in a
particular order, which kids can document by writing or drawing pictures.  
Here are a few activities that families can do that provide children with sequencing practice. As you
try these, try to include the vocabulary of sequencing, which includes words such as first, then, next,
finally, or first, second, third, last.  
Cut or tear out the pages from an old calendar. Mix up the months and hand the stack of pages to
your child. Ask your child to order the months from January to December by laying the pages out on
the floor. Which month goes first? Then which one? Which month is last? 
Create a "sequence of events" story. Start with a sheet of paper divided into 4 large squares. (For
older children, you can create more blank sequence squares on the sheet.) Pick an activity your
child is familiar with, such as making a peanut butter and jelly sandwich or brushing his teeth. Ask
your child to draw the steps of the activity — one step per square in order from beginning to end.  
Use your story time books as models. The books you read together provide a chance to talk about a
sequence of events. After you finish a book, ask your child what happened first? And then what
happened? How did the book end? To extend this idea, write each event on a separate index card
or popsicle stick. Ask your child to put the cards (or sticks) in order.  
Providing your child with opportunities to recall events in the correct sequence will help your child as
she participates in science exploration and discovery. Understanding sequence also helps your
child understand story structure which in turn builds reading comprehension and writing skills. 
-Taken from Reading Rockets


